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Abstract
The Political Solutions
of the Palestinian Question and their Impact on the Palestinian Narrative

This study investigates the relationship between the political solutions for the
Palestinian question and their impact on the Palestinian narrative. Narrative here refers to the
Palestinian history as narrated by its people. Throughout the study, two intertwined issues are
explored: the dynamics by which the political solutions of the Palestinian question affected
the Palestinian people’s narrative; and whether these political solutions have become an
intrinsic part of the Palestinian narrative as a ‘text’.

The underlying assumption of this study is that there is a relationship between political
variables and historical writings. Since political solutions of the Palestinian question produce
their own knowledge, this entails the existence of two types narratives, pro and against,
integrating these solutions with-in the narrative itself. This contrast generates diverse
Palestinian narratives on one hand, and offers an opportunity to investigate their impact on the
historical Palestinian narrative on the other hand. This study utilizes critical discourse analysis
with an emphasis on analyzing the textual content of both political solutions and historical
writings that represent different forms and contributions to the Palestinian narrative.

The significance of this study does not stem from exploring the Palestinian narrative
with regards to the abstract circumstances of its inscription, but rather from focusing on the
inevitable interaction with political solutions. The nature of this interaction is demonstrated
through historical writings, where we pose two major questions: Do historical texts conform
to political solutions? What are the different modes of narratives existing between those two
terrains?

The study consists of five chapters: Chapter 1: The Theoretical Framework and
Literature Review. It identifies the study’s general framework, the problem, and the
assumptions. Chapter 2: The Political Solutions for the Palestinian Question. It outlines the
major political solutions, namely: the two-state solution, the one-state solution, the Charter-
state solution, and the status quo (Israel as an apartheid state). Chapter 3: The Palestinian
Narrative. It investigates six periods of the Palestinian narrative: Ottomanism and Arabism
1897-1917; The duality of the British mandate and Zionist colonialism 1918-1948; The
Nakba and Pan-Arabism 1948-1967; From Revolution to “State” 1968 — 1974; The
Palestinian Authority Project 1975 — 1993; The Post Oslo Palestine 1993-2018. Chapter 4:
The Manifestations of Political Solutions in the Palestinian Narrative. It follows the dialectic
between the political solutions and the historical narrative throughout three major periods:
Pre-Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO); the PLO Period, and the Post-Oslo Period.
Chapter 4: Conclusions. It demonstrates the main arguments and conclusions of the study.
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